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Establishment and use of 
high nature value 
farmland (HNVF) 



Biodiversity versus productivity  

(White Carpathians, Slovakia) 



Appealing cultural landscape versus 
abandonment (Ennstal, Austria) 
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'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÁÉÍȬÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ  

ÅTo know the current situation of High Nature Value Farmland 
(HNVF) in Central Europe  

ÅTo improve harvesting in semi natural grasslands and storage 
techniques of the seed  

ÅTo promote the use of appropriate techniques  

ÅTo establish new high value areas by using seed from semi-
natural grassland  

ÅHandbook for seed production and harvesting on potential 
donor sites as well as best practise methods for the 
establishment of species rich grasslands 



HNVF areas in Europe 
and Austria  
(report on HNVF 2007) 



RD 07-13: Evaluation Indicator 

ÅCMEF: Common Monitoring and Evaluation Framework 

ÅDG Agri (IEEP): guidelines 2007/2008 

Indicator identifier  Indicator description Measurement 

Baseline indicator 18 
Biodiversity: high nature  
value farmland and forestry 

UAA of HNV Farmland (ha) 

Result indicator 6 
Area under successful land manage- 
ment contributing to biodiversity 
 and HNV farming/forestry 

Total area of HNV farming and forestry  
under successful land management (ha) 

Impact indicator 5 
Maintenance of HNV  
farmland and forestry 

Changes in HNV farmland and forestry  
defined in terms of quantitative and 
qualitative changes 



Definition HNV Farmland: EEA/JRC 
 

HNV farmland comprises those areas in Europe 

where  

agriculture is a major (usually the dominant) land use and  

Å where agriculture supports, or is associated with,  

      either a high species and habitat diversity or  

Å the presence of species of European, and/or national, and/or regional 
conservation concern,  

Å ÏÒ ÂÏÔÈȭ  

 

(Andersen et al. 2003/2007).  



ÅType 1: Farmland with  a high proportion  of semi-natural 
vegetation 

 

ÅType 2: Farmland with  a mosaic of low intensity agriculture 
and natural and structural elements, such as field margins, 
hedgerows, stonewalls, patches of woodland or scrub, 
small rivers etc. 

 

ÅType 3: Farmland supporting rare species or a high 
proportion  of European or World populations. 



The concept of HNVF - what we ÄÏÎȬÔ have in mind 

Monotone fields of grassland, 

crops, vegetablesȟ ȣ 

Fotos: A. Bartel 



HNVF - what we have in mind 

Mosaic landscapes, vineyard terraces, 
narrow passes, species rich field 
margins 

Fotos: A. Bartel 



HNVF - what we have in mind 

Alpine pastures, extensive grassland 
with  hedges, orchardsȟ ȣ 


